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I* A Planning Perspective 

As urban education approachas the start of the next decade, 
a backward glahce reveals the concerns of desegregation, decentral- 
ization, community representation, economic flight, the emergence 
of minority leadership,, the development of substantial bilingual 
populations and many other issues characteris^tic of the turbulent 
times pf the 1960's and 1970's. these issues continue to - 

doSninate urban education in ^the 1^^'s, or will different concerns 
an^ opportunities present themselves? 

What should the planning and research agenda be for urbai^ ^ 
education? The five prograijr themes of this conference provide 
one perspective for planning future |research\ These projfram 




topics are: 

Educating Urban Youth; 
/ Fiscal Priorities; 

Emerging Partnerships; 
' , ' Political and-iegal Realities; 

Strategies in Scho(?l Management, 

Before turning to a selective bi^jfiography organized around the 
conference themes, it is useful to -review the findings of the "l/rban 
Education's tudies" conducted by Francis S. Chase, These studies were 
initiated in the Spring of 1977 with support from the Spencer Foundation 
Thirty. Qf th^ large city school districts provided data on a total of 



almost ^00 programs in four designated are^s: Action-Learning, Basic 
Skilll, Cultural Pluralism and S)^hool/Community Inta^action* A review 
of the successful programs desctibed^ by the thirty districts and the 



follow-up slt^ visits in five citjies provides aupport fof the 
f/Dllowing summary of encouraging developments: 



(1, Urban Education has an^inner vl tali tv "which 

generating innovative programs and strategies\of 
great potential even in the midst of extremel^ 
adverse conditions. 



2. There is a deepening concern for the needs not well 
served by traditional schooling.. Fewer educators 

and board members now attribute iLow achievement to . 

inherent disabilities, lack of/effort, or poverty 

of parents; and more and more are revising upward I- 

^. their expectations for students formerly regarded \ 

as slow learners. ' * . 

,k » ■* • 

3. An ir>creasing number of community agencies and groups 
are joining with schools to develop enriched environ- 
ments for learning; ^iand the gulf be|gween scfiool3 and 
society is being bridged in many new ways. « Tire 
recruitment of citizen volunteers to serve as counselors, 
resource persons, and tutors is gaining momentum; and 
larger and larger numbers of parents are being involved 
as partners in the education of their own and other 
children. 

A. Innovative programs and alternatives are producing 
significant changes in the character of educational 
exneriences provided at both elementary and secondary 
levels. With the active support and participation of 
CO mmun i t v organ izations and citizens, educators in ^ 
many cities are creating significant alternative to 
traditional and inappropriate xlassroonl experiences. 

5. The conditions essential to the success of magnet 
schools and other options are beginning to be^l^etter 
understood; ^d progress is being made toward creation 
of the essefftial conditions. Systematic x:urriculum 
development and modification is proceeding with improved 
provisions for initial and continiiing staff development. 
Moreover, there is beginning to be a more general acceptance 
of the importance of evaluation at every stage of develop- 
ment, imij'iementation, and subsequent operati^on. 

6. Federal intervention — through grants and cdt^tracts, equal 
opportu/iity requirements, and court decrees— have either 
trlgge-/ed. or expeditr^d a high ' proportiorr^.^f the Innovations 

t which urban dis&ricts rate as unusually successful. 
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7. Locals a^d situational factors—including program leadership, 
ataff and district ccmpiitment^ and effectiveness of Implemen- 
tai^lcm — are crucial to program success, 

8. Continuous program evaluation, adaptation to revealed student 
needs, and Btaff development are essential to continuing pro- 
gram success and local support. 

9. Most of the^igjily successful and piromising programs represent 
simlllrCint departures from traditional ^schooling through 
emphasis on student choice and responsibility, experience • 
bas^d education, and greater use of resources outside of the 

^ ^ school. ' . y 

10. The many promising approaches and programs, i*ich are noy 
offering invigorating educational experiences to some of 
the previously disadvantaged, can be made available 
increased numbers of students through systematic needs 
assessment, curriculum and staff development, "and continuing . 
professional and citizen collaboration toward equality ^and 
excellence. 

■ • f 
These findings seem^to indicate that progress in urb^ education is 

possible and is proceeding, but partnerships are desirable, if not.essentif 

In this regard, a critical issue for the 1980'8 is 4^hether the improvement 

of urban education will be intergral, to urban revitalization , or only a 

secondary factor which is forced to react to other circumstances. 



II, Work in Progress 

In developing a series of background papers far this conference, 
we have asked a number of researchers to rethink their perspective on 
urban education and the environment in which it occurs. The changing 
nature of urbanism and the changing structure of opportunity are two 
important considerations, as are manag^pvent, budgeting and political 



issues. Within this turbulent conte^c't ^t€J' analysis of traditional ^ 
educati(*nal variables may need to be reconceptualized. frban educational 
research in the 1980 's faces exciting onportunitles . 
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III. A Bibliography * . • / o 

'The attached bibliography is selective. It was not intended' to 
be ||Hhau8tive nor be conceptually representative of the field of urban 
studies. It does, hovever, present a very careful review of Information 

related to the five topics of the conference witfi the additipn of a , 
"general" category for tlvose references which scan thq;^ entire range of 
the conference . ' 

The citations covet^a vi[ide breadth of inclusion criteria. There is 
a heavy leaning toward **state-of-the-art" reviews which include biblio^ 
graphies useful to the student and new evaluations, of policy and trends 
in planning. It was alst) considered useful to students of the fjeld to 
cite works f rom ^ variety of sources; perhaps thereby introducing them 

to valuable, yet untrapped, resources in their individual work. Current^ 

f 

items have been included to draw attention to recent ^ork which may not 

be in standard indexes.^ Works, con^ideijed basic^ iAj'^he^^eld , e,g, j4ncks, 

C. , et al. Ineq^uality , have not been lilted under the assi/mption they arl 



known to the student of the field, ^ 

Given the scope of t^je topic, t^e bibliography is ohly a guide to 
the wealth of literature resources available^ We believe it provides 
base information and sources to utilize in your individual work, ^ 




* CXhe bibliographies were provided by Mdrian Chapman anc^Ellen Newcombe 

of the Resource Center, Research for'Better Sdlools, whose cooperation - 
is appreciated,) /- " ^ \ 

■ ■■ b ' ' ) 
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